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CQNTARINI FLEMING:

he was both a Cromwell and a Washington. Prophetic
Past! He turned out to be the first. But suppose he had
been neither; suppose he had proved a Sylla ?

Man is an animal, and his nature must be studied as thai
of all other animals. The almighty Creator has breathed
bis spirit into us; and we testify our gratitude for this
choice boon by never deigning to consider what may be
the nature of our intelligence. The philosopher, however,
amid this darkness, will not despair. He will look forward
fco an age of rational laws and beneficent education. He
will remember that all the truth he has attained has been
by one process. He will also endeavour to become ac-
quainted with himself by demonstration, and not by dogma.

CHAPTER II,

OHE fair spring morning, with a clear blue sky, and an
ardent but not intense sun, 1 came in sight of the whole
coast of Syria; very high and mountainous, and the loftiest
ranges covered with snow.

I had sailed from Smyrna, through its lovely gulf, vaster
and more beautiful than the Ambracian, found myself in.a
new archipelago, the Sporades ; and, having visited Rhodes
and Cyprus, engaged at the last island a pilot to take us to
the most convenient Syrian port.

Syria is, in fact, an immense chain of mountains, extend,
ing from Asia Minor to Arabia, In the course of this great
chain an infinity of branches constantly detach themselves
from the parent trunk, forming on each side, either towards
the desert or the sea, beautiful and fertile plains. Washed
by the Levantine wave, on one side we behold the once
luxurious Antioch, now a small and dingy Turkish town,
The traveller can no longer wander in the voluptuous woods